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[bookmark: _GoBack]In the book Dynamics of Faith, Paul Tillich describes religion and other related concepts in a greater depth. The book consists of definitions, criticism, and arguments that the author raises to challenge some of the traditional religious views. According to Tillich, “Faith precedes all attempts to derive it from something else because these attempts are themselves based on faith” (p. 8). Tillich mainly terms Faith as an ultimate concern. This ultimate concern is centered on the life of an individual. Tillich argues that Faith as the embracing and centered act of the personality is ecstatic; it transcends both the drives of the non-rational unconscious and the structures of the rational conscious” (p. 6). Human beings are required to surrender and have hopes in order to achieve ultimate concern. Tillich went ahead and argued that human beings should not question the existence of God since such questionings are deemed meaningless. Tillich's work also incorporates the explanation of symbols and various types of Faith that are embraced by many Christians globally. This implies that symbols are key aspects in any religion, although individuals must embrace the reality beyond these religious symbols to attain ultimate concern. These symbols must always have an association with particular religions and functions. Freud’s, The Future of an Illusion and Dewey’s, A Common Faith can be used to critique Paul Tillich’s positions as stipulated in Dynamics of Faith.  
One of Tillich's positions is based on the existence of God. The argument regarding the existence of God has been a contentious issue over the years. Both scientists and theologians have not come to terms when it comes to the argument on God's existence since they have contrary opinions. All of these arguments are fundamental in developing the concept of ultimate concern, as described by Tillich. Tillich's dimension to Faith can be explained through the analysis of varied features of religious symbols. "Man's ultimate concern must be expressed symbolically because symbolic language alone is able to express the ultimate" (Tillich 41). It is crucial to note that symbols and signs are varied concepts that are somehow intertwined. Symbols are important because they provide deeper insight into a given religion. Individuals are able to gain new perspectives based on the prevailing symbols. God is one of the symbols of ultimate reality. “Whatever we say about that which concerns us ultimately, whether or not we call it God, has a symbolic meaning” (Tillich 45). Tillich went ahead and argue that "The fundamental symbol of our ultimate concern is God; It is always present in any act of faith, even if the act of faith includes the denial of God" (p. 45). All these imply that symbol reinforces human Faith.  The above assertions also acknowledge God as the main part of Faith.
Tillich also makes an argument regarding the distortion of Faith. He says that Faith can be easily destroyed in an attempt to prove something. Most people do not understand the difference between Faith and belief. For instance, many Christians only believe in Biblical teachings rather than reinforcing such beliefs with Faith. Therefore, all religious groups should embrace that which goes beyond sacredness. Christians are also expected to express Faith alongside holiness. Holiness and Faith are concepts that go in hand; thus, the failure to achieve one will definitely compromise the other. Christians are also required to understand varied forms of faiths. One of these variables is mystical Faith. Mystical Faith is important because it enables a person to develop a clear understanding of a divine being. Tillich also raises concerns regarding the conflict between reason and religion. “Reason is the precondition of faith; faith is the act in which reason reaches ecstatically beyond itself” (Tillich 76). The above quote shows how Tillich attempted to bring a clear cut between reason and Faith that is often regarded as conflicting terms.  Tillich also argues that “Reason is the presupposition of faith, and faith is the fulfillment of reason” (p.77). Therefore, Tillich is certain that there is no conflict between these religious aspects. It means that there is a co-existence between Faith and reason since no faith can exist without reasoning and vice versa. This suggests that people with reasons are likely to have an ultimate concern with the self and others since he or she is able to separate between what is ultimate and that which is ordinary. 
  Moreover, Tillich’s position can be utilized in critiquing the ideas of Sigmund Freud and Dewey. Tillich would have concurred with Freud's position on a religion based on the aspect of unconsciousness. These authors based their definition of Faith on consciousness and unconsciousness. Tillich believes that Faith is a product of unconscious elements in human personality. He states, “The first and decisive polarity in analytic psychology is that between the so-called unconscious and the conscious; Faith as an act of the total personality is not imaginable without the participation of the unconscious elements in the personality structure” (Tillich 5). The above quote indicates that the presence of unconscious elements in human personality plays a crucial role in forming the content of Faith. Freud would have also agreed with the above assertions since he also supports the fact that religion is a product of the unconscious mind which aims at guiding human beings. Freud says that religion emerged to fulfill man's wishes (Freud 11).  On the same note, Dewey would have also agreed with Tillich's position because he also embraces the idea of the conscious and unconscious mind. For instance, Dewey recognizes the role of imagination, which enables human beings to realize their potentials (Dewey 38). Such acts of imagination can mainly be achieved through the engaging either conscious or unconscious mind. Also, Dewey concurs with the idea of God as a symbol of Faith. He affirms that God is the creative intersection in any religion. This means that God is symbolic. 
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